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« Do you ever read any of the books you burn? » 

Super Terrain, artist and graphic designers collective, presents a limited edition of Ray Bradbury’s 
science fiction novel : Fahrenheit 451. This dystopia shows firemen burning books as they are seen 
as obstacles to peace and happiness. The author questions the central role played by books  
in culture and exposes the possible drifts of a society ruled by immediacy. This tyranny of happiness 
prevents any form of contestation that could be nurtured by reflexion, memory or culture in books  
or works of art. 
 

 « It’ s fine work. Monday burn Millay, Wednesday Whitman, Friday Faulkner,  
burn ‘em to ashes, then burn the ashes. That’s our official slogan. » 

This new edition of Fahrenheit 451 by Super Terrain is an artist’s book in which the object echoes 
the fiction it contains. At first glance, it is completely black, as if carbonized, already a victim  
of the firemen’s assault. But, as you warm it up with a flame or with your hand, page after page,  
the black ink disappears and reveals Bradbury’s text. As it cools down, it goes back to black, neat 
and apparently deprived of its power of subversion, memory and reflexion.
 

 « Burn all, burn everything. Fire is bright and fire is clean. »

This black book could be part of Bradbury’s fiction as a trick to keep and hide away the books from 
the pyromaniac firemen. By setting the book on fire, the reader plunges into the novel and becomes 
the hyphen between reality and fiction. This edition underlines Fahrenheit 451’s contemporaneity. 
In the 1950’s when the novel was written, screens began creeping in homes, which they invade 
nowadays. 

“You don’t have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get people to stop reading them.”

In the time of continuous flow of images, selfies, fake news, tweets and other « digest-digest-
digests », Super Terrain delivers us the contemporary reading of Fahrenheit 451. 

“It was a pleasure 
to burn.”
Fahrenheit 451  
by Super Terrain



Fahrenheit 451 3/8

About Super Terrain  

Exhibitions (Collective)
— 2017 • Nuit Blanche Mayenne, Mayenne.
— 2016 • Hors d’œuvres – Médiathèque Hermeland, Saint-Herblain.
— 2016 • Hopla boom – Le Bel Ordinaire, Billère.
— 2015 • Chapelle Fifteen – Chapelle des Calvairiennes, Mayenne.
— 2014 • Transformations – Centre Pompidou, Paris.
—  2014 •  Nouvelles vagues – Cité de la mode et du design, Paris et au 

Moulins de Vilancourt, Échirolles.
—  2013 •  Écoles au travail – 24e Festival International de l’Affiche et 

du Graphisme de Chaumont.

Solo shows (as Super Terrain)
— 2018 • Dune Libre, Fructôse, Dunkerque
— 2017 • Spoken Walls, Galerie Void, Athènes.
— 2017 •  Avalanches, avec Baptiste Caccia  

Print Program, Carouge.
— 2017 • À plaques perdues – Fotokino, Marseille.
— 2015 •  Club Maximum Couleur – Une Saison Graphique 15, 

Maison de l’étudiant, Le Havre.
— 2014 •  Grand Tambour Express – Le Marché Noir,  

Le Praticable, Rennes.

Selections
— 2018 •  Graphic Design Festival Scotland (GDFS), Glasgow, 

Écosse.
— 2018 •  International Poster Triennial, Toyama Prefectural museum 

of Art and Design, Toyama, Japon.
— 2018 •  28th International Biennial of Graphic Design, Brno, 

République Tchèque.
— 2017 •  Concours international d’affiches 2017, Biennale de design 

Graphique, Chaumont.
— 2014 •  Graphic design, Education & Schools – 26th International 

Biennial of Graphic Design, Brno, République Tchèque.

Acquisitions
— 2018 • Médiathèque Hermeland, Saint-Herblain.
— 2018 • Fructôse (base de soutien aux artistes), Dunkerque.
— 2017 • École des beaux-arts, Nantes.
— 2017 • Artothèque l’Inventaire, Hellemes.
— 2017 • Frac Basse-Normandie, Caen.
— 2017 •  Centre International du Graphisme (CIG),  

Le signe, Chaumont.

Residencies
— 2018 • Dune libre, Fructôse, Dunkerque.
— 2017 • Spoken Walls, Galerie Void, Athènes.
— 2017 • Excursions, Impressions, Projections – Fotokino, Marseille.
— 2017 • Quinzaine d’ouverture – Ambassade du Turfu, Marseille.
— 2016 • Squares – Le Bel Ordinaire, Billère.
— 2016 • À plaques perdues – Atelier À fleur de pierre, Paris.
— 2016 •  L’atelier populaire de la Madeleine – Maison de quartier 

Madeleine Champ-de-Mars, Nantes.
— 2015 •  L’imprimerie F12 – Université de Nantes,  

La Roche-sur-Yon.
— 2015 •  Club Maximum Couleur – Une Saison Graphique 15,  

Le Havre.
— 2013 •  Au 2 quai Ferdinand Favre – Dans le cadre de l’exposition 

« Une architecture habitée », Lieu Unique, Nantes.

Publications
— 2017 •  Catalogue de la 28e Biennale internationale de design 

graphique de Brno.
— 2017 •  Catalogue du 26e Concours international d’affiches  

de Chaumont
— 2017 • Fisheye Magazine, n°26.
— 2016 • Étapes, Risographie – Pyramid Éditions, n°233.
— 2015 • Étapes, Conscience Citoyenne – Pyramid Éditions, nº227.
— 2014 • L’Humanité – Édition du lundi 24 novembre.
— 2014 • Étapes, Co-Design – Pyramid Éditions, nº220.
— 2014 •  Graphic design, Education & Schools, catalogue 

d’exposition, 26e Biennale internationale de design 
graphique de Brno.

— 2014 • Le manuel de la sérigraphie, Éditions Eyrolles.
— 2014 •  Collections – Catalogue Fête du graphisme,  

Éditions Textuel.
— 2012 • Étapes, diplômes 2012 – Pyramid Éditions, nº209.

Talks
— 2018 • École de design, Nantes
— 2018 • Campus de la Fonderie de l’Image, Bagnolet
— 2018 • Fructôse, Dunkerque
— 2018 •  Le Signe, Centre National du Graphisme, Chaumont
— 2017 •  Ambassade du Turfu, Festival Laterna Magica, Marseille
— 2017 • ÉSAD, Valence
— 2017 • Van Eyck Academy, Maastricht
— 2017 • ECV, Nantes
— 2016 • ESMA Ciné Créatis, Nantes
— 2015 • Une Saison Graphique, Le Havre

Super Terrain is an artists and graphic designers collective, composed of Quentin Bodin, Luc de Fouquet  
and Lucas Meyer. They live and work in Nantes and Marseille, France. 
 Since they met at Fine Arts School in Rennes, their artistic practice plays with the boundaries between 
art and graphic design. During artist residencies or self-initiated projects, their productions put into question 
their graphic tools, their relation to the image and its reproduction.These attempts allow us to imagine spaces 
of experimentation and narration as an extension of their graphic practice.
 Driven by the desire to tell stories and to experience the editorial object, the collective has been 
developing a publishing project since 2017. 
 To launch the Fahrenheit 451 edition, Virginie Laurent joined the team as PR manager. 
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Featured in (selection) 

—  https://www.huffingtonpost.fr/2017/10/19/cette-edition-speciale-de-fahrenheit-451-peut-etre-lue-uni-
quement-si-elle-est-chauffee_a_23248592/

— http://etapes.com/la-nouvelle-edition-de-fahrenheit-451-doit-etre-brulee-pour-etre-lue
— http://www.thisiscolossal.com/2017/10/heat-sensitive-edition-of-fahrenheit-451/
— https://creapills.com/livre-fahrenheit-451-feu-20171013
—  https://sploid.gizmodo.com/this-special-edition-of-fahrenheit-451-can-only-be-read-1819648949
—  https://www.dogonews.com/2018/1/4/special-edition-of-fahrenheit-451-can-only-be-read-by-applying-

heat-to-its-pages
— http://twistedsifter.com/videos/fahrenheit-451-heat-sensitive-edition/
—  http://www.openculture.com/2017/10/to-read-this-experimental-edition-of-ray-bradburys-fahrenheit-

451-you-literally-need-to-add-heat-to-the-pages.html
—  https://interestingengineering.com/you-have-to-burn-the-pages-to-read-this-edition-of-fahrenheit-451
—  https://www.psfk.com/2017/10/fahrenheit-451-special-edition-only-reveals-words-with-heat.html
— https://laughingsquid.com/heat-sensitive-edition-of-fahrenheit-451/
— https://mymodernmet.com/heat-sensitive-book-fahrenheit-451/
—  https://weburbanist.com/2017/10/18/this-copy-of-the-book-fahrenheit-451-can-only-be-read-when-

heated/
—  https://theculturetrip.com/europe/france/articles/the-only-way-to-read-this-book-is-by-burning-it-yes-

really/
— https://boingboing.net/2017/10/18/edition-of-fahrenheit-451-that.html
—  https://www.fastcompany.com/40482877/this-copy-of-fahrenheit-451-can-only-be-read-by-almost-set-

ting-it-on-fire
—  https://themindunleashed.com/2017/10/lab-creates-copy-of-fahrenheit-451-that-can-only-be-read-when-

heat-is-added-to-it.html
— https://www.rd.com/culture/fahrenheit-451-burn-reveal-text/
— http://silveristhenew.com/category/super-terrain/
—  https://the-digital-reader.com/2017/10/23/youll-need-burn-experimental-edition-ray-bradburys-fahren-

heit-451-order-read/
—  https://www.designfaves.com/2018/02/heat-sensitive-edition-of-fahrenheit-451-conceals-pages-at-room-

temperature
—  https://www.reddit.com/r/blackmagicfuckery/comments/8qrr4w/heat_sensitive_copy_of_fahrenheit_451/
—  https://fr.news.yahoo.com/%C3%A9dition-sp%C3%A9ciale-fahrenheit-451-peut-115700113.html
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Original idea and concept :  Super terrain / Lucas Meyer 
Graphic design :    Super Terrain
Publisher :     Editions Super Terrain 
Autor’s right :     Agence Michel Lapautre — Don Congdon
Technical details :     Language : US version  

  Original text by Ray Bradbury  
   Format : 12x18 cm 
   Printing : Offset + Screenprinting

Binding :      Edition bound 
    194 pages on fireproff paper (M1) 
    + printed book edge 
    + book case

Retail Price :    451 $
Pre-Sale Price :   388 $ 
Copies :     270 

All images of the book displayed on the website are made with  
a book-prototype. © Super Terrain.

Technical Details


